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leading us astray. We have not time for this, and in
any case the complexity and difficulty of the task
would baffle our most strenuous efforts. (3) Continued
attention to the possibility of a judgment being
wrong would for the most part hamper us in the
use of it In believing, we commit ourselves to act on
our belief, to adapt our conduct and our thought
to what is believed as being real. In so doing we must
more and more tend to drop demurrers and reservations.
I cannot every time I return to my house after absence
keep steadily before my mind that it may have been
burnt down without my knowing it. When we have
committed ourselves to a belief so as to conform our
thought and conduct to it, it becomes more and more
interwoven with the whole system of our mental life.
Our interest in its consequences and implications diverts
attention from considerations which point to its possible
or probable erroneousness and at the same time this same
interest forms a subjective bias of growing strength which
is likely to lead to an error of confusion.

Absolute suspense of judgment, as we have defined it,
would exclude even a judgment of relative probability.
There is, however, a different meaning which attaches in
ordinary language to the phrase " absolute " or " complete "
suspense of judgment. It is frequently taken to mean
that the balance of probability for and against a proposi-
tion is regarded as even. This kind of suspense does not
prevent us from acting as if the proposition were true or
false. But neither does it exclude error. For the
judgment that probabilities are equally balanced is itself
liable to error, like other judgments of probability.
Besides this, such a judgment is not by itself sufficient to
determine action. It must be supplemented by other
beliefs of a more positive kind, and in regard to these the
possibility of error again emerges. A man may regard it
as an even chance whether a certain operation will kill or
cure him. He may, none the less, decide to undergo it,
so that his practical decision is the same as if he had no
doubt of a favourable result. But the practical decision